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“Hail the Omnissiah!  
He is the God in the Machine, the Source of All Knowledge.”

–Magos-Lector Vad Kapellax,
at the first Convocation of the Lathes

n the Imperium of Man, while technology is commonplace 
it is also mysterious and unfathomable. Such knowledge is 
the carefully guarded domain of the Adeptus Mechanicus, 

and has been for thousands of years. They are the Cult of the 
Machine God, worshipping the Emperor as their Omnissiah, 
the Perfect Sum of All Knowledge. Their Explorator fleets 
search across the galaxy for lost knowledge from ages long 
ago. Their mechanically augmented Tech-Priests on thousands 
of forge worlds strive to preserve what precious little data they 
retain. Both quests, though are mere flickering candles against 
the oppressive darkness of stagnation and ignorance. With 
each century, actual understanding descends to dogma, rote 
instruction, and myth, as priceless knowledge is lost forever. 

Within the Calixis Sector, the Adeptus Mechanicus is 
centred on the Lathe Worlds, and from these three planets the 
Mechanicum oversees its domains of forge worlds, research 
stations, orbitals, and even entire systems. From these worlds, 
precious knowledge and holy technology flow throughout the 
Sector, while the Cult Mechanicus carefully hoards even greater 
secrets for its own, inscrutable purposes. 

WHAT’S IN THIS BOOK?
THE LATHE WORLDS allows DARK HERESY players to delve 
deeper into the mysteries of the Adeptus Mechanicus within 
the Calixis Sector. The Cult of the Machine God stretches 
across this region and beyond, ruling each of its worlds 
in the name of the Omnissiah, outside the purview of the 
Inquisition or other Imperial agencies. The Lathes struggle to 
control their domains, however, and dark areas of the Sector 
hide countless tech-heresies and dangerous researches. 

CHAPTER I:  
THE CULT MECHANICUS
The book begins with the history of the Adeptus Mechanicus, 
from their rise on the Martian sands to becoming the Imperium’s 
Masters of Technology as the Cult Mechanicus discovered 
their Omnissiah. The Adeptus Mechanicus later established 
themselves within the newly won Calixis Sector, and this 
chapter covers their role in this region’s history. 

CHAPTER II: SERVANTS  
OF THE OMNISSIAH
Chapter 2 introduces new Alternate Career Ranks and other 
options for players such as powerful weapons, equipment, 
and even ancient archeotech devices from millennia long 
ago. Players seeking to learn more of the Cult Mechanicus 
may adopt such roles as investigative Agent of the Lords 

Dragon, deadly Acuitor Mech-Assassin, apostate Malatek 
Tech-Priest, and more, while those seeking to oppose 
the spread of technological augmentation might instead 

choose to join the Cult of the Pure Form. 

CHAPTER III: DOMINIONS  
OF THE LATHES
This chapter covers the Lathes System, including 
the many planets and other bodies within, such as 

the Three Lathes and the dreaded Panopticon Orbital 
Station, as well as the Sector’s turbulent Mechanicum 
factions and sects. It also features the varied holdings that 
make up the Lathe Worlds themselves, ranging from the 
prison-forge of Sheol 17 to the Heterodyne Agglomerations 
orbiting high above the dead world of Uziel. 

CHAPTER IV:  
THE LIGHT OF REASON
The final chapter takes the Acolytes into the Lathes System to 
investigate mysterious psychic disturbances. Their search brings 
them to a forgotten comet where a renegade band of Tech-Priests 
is engaged in forbidden research and is poised to unwittingly 
unleash a cataclysmic Warp rupture upon the Sector!
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“Knowledge is power, and power is dangerous.”

–Unknown

n the 41st Millennium, it is said that the mighty Imperium 
of Mankind spans a million worlds. The vast fleets and 
billions-strong armies of the God-Emperor wage an 

unceasing war against aliens, traitors and heretics from the 
Halo Stars to the galactic core. The Imperium itself is a grim 
and uncompromising authority where any form of autonomy 
is the highest privilege. Among the Administratum of the 
Adeptus Terra, departments exist to oversee, monitor and 
control the countless souls within the Imperial domain. A 
hundred centuries of civil wars, heresies, pogroms, and coups 
have created a bureaucracy highly attuned to the dangers of 
granting too much independence to its citizens, whether they 
are planetary governors or lowly serfs. 

However, there is one organisation in the Imperium that 
stands apart and virtually independent of the Adepts of Terra. 
This organisation’s red-robed agents appear on every Imperial 
world and aboard all its ships. It holds entire worlds beneath 
its sole authority, it controls virtually all of the facilities 
necessary for the Imperium to make war, and yet it retains 
unprecedented autonomy and control. This organisation is 
called the Adeptus Mechanicus, and it has a history fully as 
long and as tumultuous as that of the Imperium itself. 

In an age when so much knowledge has been lost, it is the 
Adeptus Mechanicus that supplies technical expertise to the 
Imperium. The Tech-Priests manufacture and maintain a myriad 
of essential items, from the mightiest plasma reactors to the 
humblest vox sets to the Golden Throne of Terra itself. The 
Tech-Priests are the ones who preserve knowledge from ages 
past and explore new sciences for the future. By Imperial decree, 
every new discovery made belongs to the Tech-Priests, whether 
it might be a reclaimed data-vault or a salvaged spaceship. 

THE FORGE WORLDS
The forge worlds of the Tech-Priests are enormous weapon 
shops for the Imperium’s war effort. The ships, tanks, and guns 
needed at the battlefronts pour forth in staggering quantities 
from continent-sized factories and orbital facilities. Like a 
beating heart, an active forge world forms a hub of activity for 
the surrounding sectors and sub-sectors of Imperial worlds. A 
constant flow of traders and merchantmen carry its production 
to where it is most needed, returning filled with raw materials 
to sate the voracious appetites of the manufactorums. 

As mighty and powerful as a forge world can be, one left 
alone would quickly find itself in a dangerous position without 
the support and protection of its surrounding worlds and other 
forces. Without resources and manpower to draw upon, the 
Tech-Priests would be forced to concentrate solely on protecting 
their accumulated knowledge from scavengers and opportunists. 
Seclusion, while it might offer a forge world safety from attack, 
offers its own dangers. Warp storms have isolated many a forge 
world, causing some to develop various peculiarities, often 
leading to heresies unimagined generations earlier. 

Protection and trade from the Imperium allow the Tech-
Priests to dedicate themselves fully to their true calling: The 
quest for knowledge. To a Tech-Priest, knowledge is the supreme 
manifestation of divinity and striving for comprehension of 
it is an act of worship. Preservation and re-discovery of past 
knowledge is the most sacred act of all and a motivating spark 
for any member of the Adeptus Mechanicus.

n the current age, Mars has evolved into the workshop of the 
Adeptus Mechanicus. Its factory hives produce the bulk of the 
most sophisticated technical equipment used in the Imperium. 

Starships and other specialised constructs are fabricated at the 
orbital manufactorums that spin around the equatorial belt. Ships 
of Warfleet Solar are based in these huge floating docks, and other 
vessels from all over the Imperium visit what are thought to be the 
largest man-made objects in the entire galaxy.

The Martian factory hives are some of the first hives ever 
built, and all are at least partially ruined. Some districts are well 
maintained, and contain many areas of new construction, while 
areas that are no longer in use are simply allowed to rot.

A journey through the internal travel tubes of Mars would 
allow a visitor to view areas of rising towers of plasteel and 
crystal, marking new construction on vast tracts of industrial 
wasteland. The travel lines weave between shining new 
building columns with nets of spun steel bracings like the 
rigging of sailing ships, to darkened older zones where broken 
condensation traps spill their vaporous contents and enmesh 
speeding tram liners in a perpetual fog. Wastelands cover 
vast parts of the cities, deserts of broken plasteel slabs and 
twisted girders, with the occasional solitary tower pointing 
purposelessly towards the pink Martian sky.

The beliefs of the Tech-Priests have been handed down 
from their earliest forebears in the form of data-stacks and 
illumined holo-scrolls, but sure knowledge of the days prior to 
their rise is fragmentary and conflicting. It is said that before the 
beginning of currently recorded history, there existed an age of 
technological marvels unequalled in later millennia. This time is 
called the Dark Age of Technology by archaeo-historians, and 
it began Man’s conquest of the stars. Mars was allegedly the 
first planet to be terraformed in this golden age. The Red Planet 
was gifted with atmosphere, and its arid deserts made fertile 
by the titanic technological prowess of the men of those times. 
However, as the Tech-Priests tell it, agriculture was never very 
significant to early Mars. Rather its true wealth lay beneath the 
surface in the form of gems, minerals and metal ores. 
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TeTeTeechchch-P-P-Priests aree tttttheheheh  ones whwhwhwho ooo prp eserve knowledge from agessss 
papapapaaststst aaandndnd explore newwwwewew sciences ss fofofofor rrr ththththe future. By Imperial decree, 
evevevererrrry yy y nenenen www did scoverrryy yy made belonngsgsgsgs to ooo thtttt e Tech-Priests, whether 
itititit mmigiggghthththt bbbe e e a aa rerereclclclllclaimed data-vvvvauauauaultlltlt oooor a salvlvlvlvagagagaged spaceship. 

TTHHHHHHHEEEE  FFOOORRRGGGGGEEE WOOOORRRRLDSSS
ThT e fofof rgrggge e ee wowowww rlrldsdsds oooof f f f thththe ee TeT chhch-Priests aaareeerer  enormous weweweweapon 
shshops ss fofofoorrrr thththththe e e e ImImImImImImImmppepeperiririiumumum’s’s’s wwwararar effort. The sssshhihh ps, tankkkks,s,s,s aaaand gggguunuu s 
nen ededed aat t ththhhe eee babababbattttttttttlelelelelefrfrfrononontststs pppououourr r fofforth inininnnn sstaggerininining quantitiies 
frfromo  connntitinenentntntntn -s-s-s-sizizizizededdded ffffffacacacaa tototoriririeseses aandnnd ooorbrbrbitalll fffffacacacaacaciliilitities. Like a
beattining g heeeeart,t, aaaan nnn n acacacacactitititiveveveve ffforororo gegegegegege wwwwwworororldldld fffororormsmsms aaa hhhububub ooof f f accctititivivivitytyty fffororor 
thtt e surrrououuo ndndining g g g seseeses ctctctcttororororo s s s s anaanand d d d sususuub-bbb-b-b seseseseseses ctctctcc orororrs s s ofofoff IIImpmpmpperereriaiaiaial l l wowoworlrlrldsdsds. . . A A A 
constaant flflflflowow ooff fff trtrrradadaddererererss sss anananand d d d d memememeercrcrcr hahahantntntmeeeememennnn nn cacacacc rrrrrrry y y ititits s s prprprodododucucuctititiononon 
to wheh re iit iss mmmmosoo t t neneedee edededd, ,, rererereretutututuurnrnrninining g g g filfilfilfi lelelel d d d wiwiwithththhhh rrrrrrawawawwawawaw mmmmmmmatatatatereeriaiiaialsll  
to sate the voraciouous s apppep tiiiteeees s ofofofof tttthehehehehe mmmmmananananufufufufacacacactotototorurururumsmsmsms...

AsAsAsAs mmmmmigigigighthththtyy y y ananananand d ddd popopopopopop wewewewewewewerfrfrfrrfr ulul aas s a a forgge world can be, one leleftftt 
alalalononone eee wwowowwowoululululdddd ququququicicicicklklklklkly yy y finfinfind d ititses lflflfl iiiiinn nn a a a a dadadadadangerous position withoutut 
thththeee ee sususuupppppppporororortttt anananand dd dd prprprprotototececectititionononon ooof f itits s susurrrrouo ndndndndininining g gg worlds and other 
fofoforcrcrccesesese .. . WiWiWiththththhouououout t rereeesosooururu ceces annandd d mamanpnpowower to drdrdrdrawawawaw upop n, the 
TeTeechchchh-P-P-PPriestststs wwwwouououo ldldldld bbbbbe e ee fofofoforcrcrrcrcededeed tto o cococococc ncncenntrtratatatate e sosoleelyly oon prprprprototototecectingn  
thththheieieiieirr acacacaccumumuumuuulalalaalalal teteteteted ddd knknknowowowo leleledgddgdgge ee e frfrfrrfrfrromomomo sssscacacacavevevevevengngngngers s anand opportununununisisisiststtt . 
SeSeSSeSeclclclclususususiiioiion,, whihh leleele iiit mimimighghghhhhhght ttt ofofoffofofoffffefefefefefefefer r rr r a foorge wowowowoworlrlrld d sasafetyyt ffrorom attackkkk, 
ofofofoffefefefersr iits oownw  dana geg rs. WaWW rpr  storms haaaaavvveveve iisosolalateted d maaanynyny a forge 
worlld,d,d, cccauauausisisingngng sssomommome ee tot  develop varrioioioioususususus pppppececululiai ririties, ofofoftet n
leleleadinng to hhhereresesesieieiesss unununimimimimagagaginininedededed ggggenerations eeararararlililililierererere . . 

Protecccctitititiononono aandd ttttrarararadededede ffffrororom m m thththhe e e e ImImImI pepep ririr umumum aaallllllllowowoww ttttthehhehehe TTTTecececech-h-h-h-
PrPrPrPrieieieieststststsss to dddddededededicicicicatatatate ee thememmseseselvlvlvlvl esesesees ffffululululu lylylyy to o thththeieieie r r r trtrtrueueue ccccalalallililingngngg: ::: ThThThThe e e e
quuuesesest ttt fofofofor knowowo ledgddge.e.e.TTTTo o o o a a aaTeTechchch-PPPPriririiriesesesest,t,t, kkkknonononowlwlwlwlededededgegegeg iiis s s s thththee e susususuprprprprememememee ee 
manifeeeestatioooonnnn of divinitiity yy anananand dd d ststriririiviviviivingngngnng fforroro ccccomomomomprprprprehehehehenenensisisionon oooof fff
it is annnn act of worship. Preseeervvvrvrvatatattioioon nn ananannd d d d reererere-ddd-disisisscocococ veveryryryry oooof f papastst 
knowlleedge is the most sacred actctctt oooof f ff alalala l ll ananannd d d dd a aa a mmomom tititiivavavavatitingng sspaparkrk 
for annyyy y member of the Adeptus MeMeMeechchchchchchananana icicicusususs...

n thhhhe current age, Mars ss hhahas evolved intoo tttttheheheheh wwwwororrksksk hohop p ofof theeee  
Addeeepe tus Mechanicus. Its fafactctctororory yy hihives ss prprprp odooddducucuccuce e ee ththththe ee bubulklk oof f the
moomoosstss  sophisticated technical eeequququipipipmemementntnt uuuseseeed d d d d inininn tttthhehehehehehe IIIImpmpmmm ereriui m.

StStStStararshshshships and other specialised d coc nsnsnstrtrtrucucuctsts aaaarererer ffffababababababbriririccacateteed d d dd atatatat ttttthehhh  
oorororbibibibitatatatal l ll manufactorums thhhatatat spipp n n ararrouououndndnd ttthehehe eeququuuatatatatatorororororo iaiaiiaiall bbebeelttl . . ShShipips 
offff WWWWararrarfleet Solar are basededed iiin nn thththesesese e e huhuhugegege flflfloaoao tinggg ddddocococo kskskk , , anand d ototheh r 
vesselelelels sss from all over the Impep riumumum vvvisisisititit wwwhahahat t t ararare e e thththhhououughght t toto bbe e the
lalalalargrgrggesesesest ttt man-made objects in ththe e enenntititirerere ggalaa axy.

The Martian factory hives ss ararare e e soss mememe ooof f f thththhe eee firfirfirfirstststst hhiviveses eevever r
buililililt,t,t,t, aaaandnnn  all aare at leasst tt papapartrtrtiaiaialllllly y y rururuiined. SoSoSoS mememe dddisisisisii trtrtriciciictsts aarere wwell 
maaainininintttained, and contain many aarereeeasaaa  of new w w consnnssstttrtrtrucuuuctitionon, , whwhile
areaee s thttt at are no longer in use are simply alllowowwwwowweedededd ttto o oo rorot.t.

A jojojojourney through the inteernrnrnala  travel tuuubebeebees s s s ofofoff MMMMMarararars s ss wowowould d dd 
alallolololow www a visitor to view arrreaeaasss ofofof rrrisisisini g gg tototowweweewersrsrrs ooooof f f ff plpplp asastetett elelell aandndndnd  
crrysy tall,ll  marking new constststrururuction ononononn vvvvasasasasst t tt t trtrrtrtracacacactsttst oooof f inindudustririririalalala  
wastelllland. The travel lines weweeweavavavaveee e bebebebeetwwweeeeeen nnn shshhhininining nneneeww ww
bubuuuili dididiinng columumumumns with netstststs oooof f f f sspsspun stett elelel bbbbrararaacicicicingngnn ss lliiiikkekeke ttttheheheh   
ririririggggggggininini g of sailing ships, toooo ddddarararkekekened older rr zozozozonenenes s ss whwhw ererrree e brbrbrbrokokokokenenenen 
cocococondddeene sation traps spilll ttttheheheheir vaporous coococonntntntenenee tsts aaaaandndndnd eeeenmnmesesese h h h
spspspspeeddidid ng tram liners iiiin n n n a perpetual fooog.g.g.g WWWWasasasasasaa tteteelalalaandndnnds s cocoovevev r r 
vavavaastststst pppparts of thhhhe e e e cicicicititititieeese , deserts of bbbbrorororokekekekeken n n nn pplplplplasaasasteteteteeelelel sssslalal bsbsb aandndndnd 
twissteted d gigigigirdrdrdrdeeerers, wwwititi h hh the occaacac sisis onononnalalalal sssssololooolollitititti arararary y y y y tototoowewewewer r popooinintit ngng 
purposelelelelese slly y y y totototowawww rds thhe e ee piipip nknknknk MMMMMMararaartitiianana sssskykykykyky..

The bebebebelililiefefefefs s s s ofofof tttthehehehe TTTTececeechhh-hh-h-PrPrPrP iieiesttts s s hahahahaveveve bbbbeeeeeeeen nn n hahandndndndedededed dowwn n n n 
from thehhh iririi eeearlilililil est tt fofoforebeeararars s s ininin ttthehehee ffforororm m mm ofofofoff ddddatatata-a sttaca ks aaandndndnd   
ilililillulululumimimm nen d holo-scrololo lslsls,, bub t t sususurerere kkknononnowlwlwlwlededededdgegegegege oof f ththe e dadays priiorororor tttto o o o 
thttt eir riiiise is fragmentary y ananand dd cococoonflnflnflnflnflicicicictitingngng. . .. ItItItIII iis s sasaidid tttthahhh t t t bebebebefofofoforererere tttthehehehe
beginnnning of currentntntlylyly rrrececececccorororororororordedededededdd d dd dd hihihihistststorooro y,y,yy ttttthehehhhhh rere exixiiiststststedededed aaaan n nn agagagage e e e ofofoff
tecchcc noooologicacc lll l l mamamamarvrvrv lelelels s unununneqeqeqequauauauaalllllllledededede iiin n n lalalalateteteter mimmimillllllenenennininia.a.a. TTTThihihiis s s s titititimemememe is 
caalllll ed tthe DDDararararkkk k AgAgAgAge e e e ofofofof TTTTTececeecechnhnhnhnhnolologogy y byb  archahahaeoeoeo-h-h-hhisisisstotototoririririaanaa s, and
ititit bbbbbbegegegegananan MMMMMMaanananan’s’s’s’s cccccononononququqq esessst ttttt ofoff ttheh  stars. Maarsrsr wwwwasasasas aaalllll egedly tthe 
firfirfirstst plalalanenenet t t tott bbbbe terrafformeed d dd in this gogog ldldldldenenenn aaaage. The Red Planete  
was gigiiiftftftedededd wwwwitititi hh atata mom spspspsphehehererere,,, , anananand ddd ititits arid deserts made fefertr ile e 
bybybybyby tthehe ttttititititananannnicicicicicc tttttececeecececeechnhnhnhnhnololololo ooogiiicici alalaa pprowess of the men of those ttimmeses. 
HoHoHoHowewewewwevevevv r,rr aaas s ss thththt e e TeTechc -P-Pririese tss tell it, agriculture was s never r veveryry 
i ifiifi l MM R h i l h l b hh hh

Sam
ple 

file


